LESSON THREE                       Title:  Computer Project

Shorter Catechism Q&A:  
Q.36. What benefits in this life go with or come from justification, adoption, and sanctification?

Ans. The benefits that in this life go with or come from justification, adoption, and sanctification are: the assurance of God’s love, peace of conscience, joy in the Holy Spirit, and growing and persevering* in grace to the end of our lives. (*1 John 5:13)

Scripture: ”I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God that you may know that you have eternal life.”
Biblical Setting: This little book is closely related to the Gospel of John and is certainly by the same author.  John makes it clear how God is revealed in Jesus and those who have Jesus have eternal life.

Verse Meaning: A big benefit of God’s saving work in one’s life (justification, adoption, sanctification) is being sure of our eternal life.  Some say that a person cannot have sure confidence that they are saved and have eternal life.  But this verse says otherwise.  Since our confidence is in the work of Jesus (and not ourselves) we can be sure and have hope for the rest of our lives.
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Let’s Say a Kid… Let’s say a kid is working on a school project on the family computer.  The project is due the next day and the kid is almost finished.  The weather is bad outside, a storm is moving in.  All of a sudden, the lights go out; the power is off throughout the house.  The kid moves through the darkness and finds a flashlight in the kid’s bedroom.  Really, the kid is having fun; it is kind of cool having the lights out.  But then the kid thinks about the report.  Of course, the computer is off.  Is the report lost?  The kid says, “If I have to start over, I’ll never finish!”  So worry set in.  “What happens if the power doesn’t come back on,” the kid asked.  Finally, it did come back on.  So the kid starts searching for the project.  “I can’t find it anywhere, can somebody come and help me,” the kid screamed.  The kid’s Dad knew how the computer automatically saves projects when the power goes out and found the project.  He restored it and the kid was able to finish.  How much more does God ensure that we are restored?  Once we have Jesus we can never be lost. It’s God’s grace.
Prayer:  Dear Father, You are sovereign over all things.  You keep us and never let us go.  Forgive our sins, restore us by the work of Jesus; that we might serve You today and know of Your grace.

Bible Story:   Psalm 100:1-6     Joyful Noise
Let’s Say a Kid…

Devotionals

(for families with Upper Elementary age children)
by Dan Edwards

Week of November 14
These downloadable (go to covpres.com; then click Ministries; then Children’s Ministries; then Partnering with Parents; then the week desired) devotionals consist of three lessons and three Bible stories per week.  The lessons follow the pattern of learning established in the Westminster Shorter Catechism (WSC).  The WSC uses a question/answer format to teach important Biblical truths.  The writers of the WSC provided Biblical proof texts to support each answer.  Many times there are more than one proof text per answer.  These devotions systematically move through each proof text making them the basis for each lesson.  The Biblical setting and verse meaning for each proof test sets the stage for the application section that is geared for elementary age children.  The application section is entitled "Let's Say a Kid...." due to its kid-friendly focus.  The Bible story section is to be used as a plan for your child to read through the major stories of the Bible in one year. 

How to Use:  Parents may use the lessons/Bible stories in any format providing 3, 4, 5 or 6 days of devotional focus per week. 

For example:

3 devotions/week: use each of the 3 lessons                
4 devotions/week: use 3 lessons + a story           
5 devotions/week: use 3 lessons + 2 stories           
6 devotions/week: use 3 lessons + 3 stories

LESSON ONE

Title:  The Little Bird
Shorter Catechism Q&A:  
Q.36. What benefits in this life go with or come from justification, adoption, and sanctification?
Ans. The benefits that in this life go with or come from justification, adoption, and sanctification are: the assurance of God’s love, peace of conscience, joy in the Holy Spirit*, and growing and persevering in grace to the end of our lives. (*Romans 14:17)

Scripture: ”For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking but of righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.”
Biblical Setting: Romans speaks about the basics of salvation.  It tells us of our unrighteousness and our need of Jesus.  And it tells us the joy we have as the righteousness of Jesus is applied to us.  
Verse Meaning: Practically speaking this verse teaches us about joy in this life.  Sometimes we are confused about true joy.  Joy is not found in the things of this world, but in the things of the Spirit.  
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Let’s Say a Kid… Let’s say a kid got everything the kid wanted for Christmas.  The kid got toys, games, candy, clothes and even money.  As you might expect the kid was excited and full of joy.  On that Christmas Day the kid was outside playing with one of the toys.  The kid heard a faint chirping noise on the ground below a tree.  The kid investigated and found a little baby robin on the ground.  The kid looked up and noticed a nest way up in the top of the tree.  The little bird had fallen out of its nest.  The kid decided to get help to put the tiny bird back.  The kid’s dad helped get a ladder and before long the bird was saved, it was back in the nest.  Soon the mommy bird flew into the nest and began feeding the baby bird.  At bedtime, the kid’s Dad asked what the kid liked most about the day.  Expecting a response about all the toys and the joy they brought, the Dad was surprised to hear the kid say, “What I liked most was saving the little bird.”  That’s what this verse is about.  It reminds us what true joy is.  Although it is hard to describe what it is; lasting joy certainly is not found in the things of this world.  True joy is found in God.
Prayer: Father, we rely on You to teach us what things are important.  Without You we are left with the things of this world.  We want You.  You are all we need to know true joy.  AMEN.
Bible Story:  Jeremiah 31:31-40     New Covenant

LESSON TWO

    Title:  Rock Star

Shorter Catechism Q&A:  
Q.36. What benefits in this life go with or come from justification, adoption, and sanctification?

Ans. The benefits that in this life go with or come from justification, adoption, and sanctification are: the assurance of God’s love, peace of conscience, joy in the Holy Spirit, and growing and persevering in grace* to the end of our lives. (*Proverbs 4:18)

Scripture: “But the path of the righteous is like the light of dawn, which shines brighter and brighter until full day.”
Biblical Setting: The Book of Proverbs is a collection of short sayings that mean a lot.  They give wisdom for living and are very helpful in understanding God and what He desires.  
Verse Meaning: Don’t you like how this verse compares our life in Jesus with the light of day?  Our Christian life starts off like the dawn, and grows and grows brighter as we mature in our relationship with Jesus.  That’s one of the benefits of being in God’s family, we grow in grace and in knowing that God continues brightening our spiritual lives.
(
(
(
(
(
Let’s Say a Kid… Let’s say a kid has taken piano lessons for a whole year.  The kid didn’t like it at first.  It was hard work and the kid couldn’t even play a song.  It sounded like random banging on the piano keys; it sounded like noise.  But at the end of the first year the kid had progressed enough that the kid could play a whole song.  And it sounded great.  When asked by the piano teacher if the kid was going to continue, the kid said, “Of course, I can’t wait to play more songs.  I want to be a rock star!”  So the kid was excited but knew that it would take more work and many years for this rock star music career to become very bright.  The kid had hope knowing that, with practice, more songs could be played.  That’s our hope too as Christians.  God allows us to progress in our lives, and our lives become a brighter light for Christ.  As we grow, our light shines as bright as the sun does on a hot summer day.

Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, continue to help us mature in Jesus.  May our relationship with Him allow us to trust in You more and allow us to live for Your glory alone.  AMEN.

Bible Story:    Ezekiel 2:1-3:3     Ezekiel’s Call   
