LESSON THREE                              Title:  Cartoons

Shorter Catechism Q&A:  

Q.5.  Is there more than one God?  
ANS.  There is only one, the living and true *God.  (*Jeremiah 10:10)
Scripture: 
“But the LORD is the true God; he is the living God and the everlasting King.  At his wrath the earth quakes, and the nations cannot endure his indignation.”  

Biblical Setting: Jeremiah is sometimes called the “crying prophet” due to the nature of his calling from God.  God used Jeremiah to issue oracles of judgment on Judah and its capital Jerusalem.  For such prophecies Jeremiah was tossed into a well and into prison.  He spoke to a people who had lost the understanding that God was the creator.  Like a potter, Jeremiah said, would God mold His people.
Verse Meaning:  That molding would come due to the people’s desire to make idols for worship to other gods.  Jeremiah rails against such corruption. So he reminds the people again that YAHWEH (the covenant name of God) is the true God.  Not only that, He is also the living God.  Your idols, (he would say) are made of wood and stone, but our Covenant God is living.  He is the one who is ruling from heaven.  God is the one to whom we worship.  
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Let’s Say a Kid… Let’s say a kid loves to watch television on Saturday morning.  Let’s say that kid loves cartoons.  Cartoons, as everyone knows, are made up by drawing scenes with people and houses, then running the sounds along with the drawings, like talking, and barking and background noise behind what you see.  So a cartoon does not have, in it, real people or real houses or real anything.  The same thinking can happen with us when we think about God.  We can’t see Him, we can’t touch Him, yet He is living and He is true.  It must be always on our minds to be careful not to make anything that has been made into a false god, such that we might worship it.

Prayer: God, Your warnings to us are common in the Bible.  Help me, today, to listen to those warnings.  And as I listen, help me to exalt You as the one true God, the One who is living and makes Himself known to me such that I might worship You alone.  

Bible Story:  Matthew 13:1-9; 18-23…..Parable of Sower
Let’s Say a Kid…

Devotionals

(for families with Elementary age children)
by Dan Edwards

Week of February 6
These downloadable (go to covpres.com; then click Ministries; then Children’s Ministries; then Partnering with Parents; then the week desired) devotionals consist of three lessons and three Bible stories per week.  The lessons follow the pattern of learning established in the Westminster Shorter Catechism (WSC).  The WSC uses a question/answer format to teach important Biblical truths.  The writers of the WSC provided Biblical proof texts to support each answer.  Many times there are more than one proof text per answer.  These devotions systematically move through each proof text making them the basis for each lesson.  The Biblical setting and verse meaning for each proof test sets the stage for the application section that is geared for elementary age children.  The application section is entitled "Let's Say a Kid...." due to its kid-friendly focus.  The Bible story section is to be used as a plan for your child to read through the major stories of the Bible in one year. 
How to Use:  Parents may use the lessons/Bible stories in any format providing 3, 4, 5 or 6 days of devotional focus per week. 

For example:

3 devotions/week: use each of the 3 lessons                
4 devotions/week: use 3 lessons + a story           
5 devotions/week: use 3 lessons + 2 stories           
6 devotions/week: use 3 lessons + 3 stories

LESSON ONE



Title: Dodge Ball

Shorter Catechism Q&A:  
Q.4. What is God?  
Ans. God is a spirit, Whose being, wisdom, power, holiness, *justice, *goodness, and *truth are infinite, eternal, and unchangeable.  (*Exodus 34:6-7)
Scripture: “The LORD passed before him and proclaimed, ‘The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgressions and sin, but who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children and the children’s children, to the third and the fourth generation.’”
Biblical Setting: The main purpose in the Book of Exodus is to continue the recording of how God redeems His people.  God has established an everlasting covenant with His people and it includes God’s promise of His presence with them.  God met Moses on Mt. Sinai to reveal the continuation/renewal of the covenant of grace through the giving of the moral law.  As God did this in chapter 34, Moses records an awesome description for all generations.  
Verse Meaning: The phrase, “abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love,” highlight the following three descriptors: justice, goodness and truth.  One who abounds in steadfast love is one who is good.  One who abounds in faithfulness is one who is true.  One who is keeping steadfast love, the one who does not clear the guilty is one who is just.  We too, learn of God’s grace in the midst of His justice such that His goodness and truth might be upheld.
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Let’s Say a Kid… Let’s say a kid is playing a game of dodge ball on the playground.  The kid gets grazed on the leg with the ball such that the kid should be out.  But the kid lies (even though it is a little lie) in order to stay in the game.  All the kids see it and remember that it happened the same way yesterday, and the day before that, etc.  The kid becomes known as not truthful.  So later the kid is not chosen to be the class treasurer because no one could trust him.  One cannot say that about God.  God is always just, He is always good and He is always true.  In fact, God is truth.  That’s a great way to describe who God is.
Prayer: Heavenly Father, You are one who can be trusted.  We have no fear that You will abandon Your covenant with us.  You have promised to be with us always.  That you today for your faithfulness to me.  May You help me to be faithful to Your ways, in order that I may always glorify You.

Bible Story:  Genesis 12:1-20…..Abram and Sarai
LESSON TWO

    Title:  Mom’s Fudge

Shorter Catechism Q&A:  

Q.5.  Is there more than one God?  
ANS.  There is only one, the living and true *God.  (*Deuteronomy 6:4)

Scripture: 
“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.”

Biblical Setting: The Book of Deuteronomy (two+law) is the second giving of the law of the covenant and history of Israel.  So the Book reminds God’s covenant people of important elements of His relationship with them.  So one will find the 10 Commandments, the Passover and other significant themes to remind God’s people of His care and presence with them. 
Verse Meaning: This verse comes in a section of the law where the greatest commandments is given.  In fact verse 4 leads into the command to “love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.”  The preface to that commandment tells us that there is only one God, there are (really) none other.  The verse also alludes to God’s uniqueness and His unit.  Although we know that God is complex with three persons (Father, Son, Holy Spirit), He is also the one true God.   
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Let’s Say a Kid… Let’s say a kid loves the kid’s mother’s chocolate fudge.  The kid believes that there is none better and has tried a lot of fudge to prove the point.  Indeed, the kid’s mother is using a unique recipe that she adapted from her mother.  No one on the whole earth knows the secret recipe.  The kid’s big sister tried to copy the recipe, but the kid knew it was different, the taste, the smell, the consistency were all off in some way.  The kid deemed the sister’s fudge a fraud.  It wasn’t the real stuff.  In the same way there is only one, unique, true God.  Many others try to masquerade as the One, True God, but cannot.  Just think about it, if another god (for argument sake) is trying to act like the true God, then that fake god is really false.  That god has to be false.  The God of the Bible is the one, true God.
Prayer: Heavenly Father, grant me great discernment today to be able to know You, the one, true God.  Other gods will try to persuade me to follow them.  Help me to follow You only, for it brings you glory. 
Bible Story:  Genesis 15:1-18…..Covenant with Abram
